The aim of this study is to asses the perceptions of the parents concerning the implication of the full-time education that was recently tried in one of the government elementary school and is planned to be adapted in all schools in Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). As a result of literature survey and by consulting experts, a questionnaire is constructed for full-time education. The questionnaire is designed for the whole TRNC. However, this study is the second part of ongoing study and represents the findings of the perceptions of the parents especially living in Nicosia province. Out of 522 parents randomly selected, 488 questionnaires were filled without any mistakes or missing parts and considered to be used for statistical analysis. The results of statistical analysis show that there is a support from the parents regarding the adaptation of full-time education in TRNC. However, the findings also indicate that the infrastructures of the schools are not sufficient and should be improved, and teachers, school principles and the community are still not ready for full-day education.
Introduction
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) with a de facto population of 295000 according to the last census performed on 4 th December, 2011 was established in 1983 as an independent state and is rrecognized only by Turkey. Due to its lack of recognition, TRNC is heavily dependent on Turkey for economic, political and military support. The economy of Northern Cyprus is dominated by the services sector (69% of GDP in 2007) which includes the public sector, trade, tourism and education. Because of its status and the embargo by the South Cyprus, TRNC is heavily dependent on Turkish economic support. Despite the constraints imposed by the lack of international recognition, the economy of TRNC turned in an impressive performance in the last few years. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_cyprus). According to the State Planning Organization (2010), Gross National Product per capita in 2008 is about 16158 (in current US dollars).
Education in TRNC is organized by the Ministry of National Education, Youth and Sport. 5 years of primary education is mandatory. Children in TRNC, below age 6, can attend Kindergartens of public and private institutions. Kindergarten is not mandatory. Elementary schools provide 5 years of education for children between the ages of 6 and 11. Elementary schools are public and free but students who prefer private elementary schools must pay for the service. High schools provide 7 years of education, where 3 years last for junior high school. There are different kinds of high schools in TRNC education system, such as standard public high schools, private high schools, science high schools, vocational high schools, technical high schools and fine arts high schools (Ministry of National Education, Youth and Sport, 2011). Education is a major component of well-being and is used in the measure of economic development and quality of life, which is a key factor determining whether a country is a developed, developing underdeveloped country. In TRNC, literacy rate which gives an indication of the ability to read and write is 100 % for all types of schools excluding higher education institutions (State Planning Organization, 2010) .
In TRNC, education service was provided by governmental and private schools. According to the records of the Ministry of National Education, Youth and Sport (2011) , there are about 1430 teachers, 20000 students and 150 school administrators in elementary schools. Recently, private schools started to emerge and became an alternative for governmental schools in the recent five years. Although we do not have sound statistics about the number of teachers and students in private school, it is a fact that the percentage of students going to private education institutions (in TRNC or in South Cyprus) is increasing day by day. Especially, families that have no financial problems and high level of incomes do not prefer public schools. All private schools are following the curriculum approved by the TRNC government and provide full-time education, mainly starting from 8:00 a.m. to 16:00 p.m.
The main reason that families prefer private schools is the full-time education provided by them. This situation in the long run will have a potential to create inequality among students. This issue carries potential problems that can lead to very serious divisions among families in the society.
Ministry of National Education, Youth and Sport has started a pilot study for the transition to full-time education in one of the elementary schools in the 2007-2008 academic year. Unfortunately due to several reasons, this initiative was not successful and recently was abandoned. In our first study (A about the perceptions of parents concerning the adaptation of full-, we concluded that the society, teachers and other parties were supporting the activities of the Ministry of National Education, Youth and Sport about the transition to full-time and but the infrastructure of schools, hardware available, legal structure and preparations were not appropriate and most importantly the society including parents, teachers and other stakeholders were not ready for full-time education. As a result, currently in TRNC, full time education is only provided by private educational institutions.
Recently, the Minister of (2011), announced that in a short period of a time, full-time education in all schools will infrastructure of schools, equipments available in schools, legal preparations and so many other aspects are not appropriate and it is impossible to start full-time education soon. There is a discussion in the community among teachers and parents about what the full-time education is and whether it can be implemented in TRNC or not (Sarpten, 2011) .
The aim of the study
The aim of this study is to evaluate the perceptions of the parents living in TRNC (Nicosia province) concerning the implication of the full-time education that was recently tried in one of the government elementary school and is planned to be adapted in all schools in Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. While evaluating collected data to analyze this aim, the following research question will be answered:
1-) what are the perceptions of parents concerning the implication of the full-time education in TRNC (Nicosia province)?
Method
In analyzing the perceptions of parents concerning the implication of the full-time education as a result of literature survey, a self-administered questionnaire is constructed according to the conditions of schools in North Cyprus. In addition to the literature review, while constructing the questionnaire, some interviews are performed with the volunteer experts who have long years of work experience in governmental schools of TRNC. According to the views of the experts, the final changes were made and the questionnaire was constructed.
The first section of the questionnaire is composed of demographic questions about parents and the second section is composed of thirty perceptional questions about the implication of the full-time education in TRNC. For each question asked in the second section, 5 points Likert type scale (Likert, 1932) changing from 1 to 5 are used. In this scale, 1 corresponds to a completely disagree and 5 corresponds to a completely agree about an item. The sample population of this study is composed of parents living in Nicosia province in TRNC. Random sampling method was used to select the respondents, resulting in 522 questionnaires being completed by the parents. Out of the 522 questionnaires collected, 34 were discarded due to missing or incomplete information. Consequently, a total of 488 questionnaires were used for statistical analysis.
Before applying the statistical analysis, for the assessment of internal consistency of the perceptional questions, r (Cronbach, 1951; Cronbach and Richard 2004) , reliability of the 30 questions was found to be high (0.81). Furthermore, the removal of any of the 30 questions did not improve the alpha coefficients. SPSS (Statistical Package for Social Sciences) version 18 is used to analyze the findings of the study. Level of significance is considered as 5% for all statistical analyses.
Findings and interpretation
Frequency distributions, percentages and means for each perceptional question in the questionnaire are shown in Table 1 and Table 2 . In order to determine standardized intervals, the formula of 1/5=0.8 was administered. The perception intervals were determined as follows:
If a mean about a sp i Table 1 and Table 2 represent the frequencies, percentages and mean score for each questionnaire item. The number of items that have a mean value greater than 4 is 6. The highest mean (4.25) belongs to the item 29. This shows that according to the parents, full-time education should start after solving all the problems related to infrastructure, curriculum, staff availability etc. at schools. Table 2 shows that the item which has the lowest mean value (2.09) is The cost concerning the transition to fullabout this item. They believe that the cost concerning the transition to full-time education must be paid by government (item 18, mean: 4.08).
The other important items with their corresponding mean values in the questionnaire that have a mean value greater than 4.0, stating high level of participation to the When full-time education will start, lunch should be provided by dietitian experts to all students at school. (mean 4.22) Together with the transition to fulltime education, the curriculums at schools should be completely updated (mean: 4.10)
Together with the transition to full-time education, working hours of parents and education hours of students should be rearranged so as to be compatible to each other (mean: 4.1
When full-time education will start, the coordination among teachers in the same field should be constructed (mean: 4.14)
As illustrated in Table 1 and Table 2 , the mean value for 12 items are considerably low and below 3.0. The item which has
For the transition to full-time education, the equipments and hardwa (classrooms, cafeterias, etc) of governmental schools (item 23, mean: 2.37) and equipments are not appropriate for full-time education in schools. These findings together with other items that have mean values less than 3 are highligting the fact that the schools, teachers and other stakeholders are not ready for the adaptation of full-time education in TRNC. 
Conclusion
Recently, The Ministry of National Education, Youth and Sport has announced that full-time education in TRNC schools will start very soon and required planning activities are initiated within the framework of the ministry. However, the pilot study for the transition to full-time education in one of the elementary schools started in the 2007-2008 academic year was not successful. T due to several reasons. In order to investigate the perceptions of parents concerning the implication of the full-time education that was recently tried in one of the government elementary school and is planned to be adapted in all schools in Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, we carried out this study to find whether parents, teachers and other stakeholders are ready for this fundamental change. It should be noted that this study expresses the second part of ongoing research about the adaptation of full-time education in TRNC.
The results of statistical analysis show that there is a support from the parents regarding the adaptation of fulltime education in TRNC. However, parents believe that currently, the infrastructure of the schools, equipments and hardware available, legal arrangements together with many other aspects are not appropriate and teachers, school principles and the other stakeholders in the community are not ready for the adaptation of full-time education in TRNC.
The findings also state that policymakers and administrators of the Ministry of National Education, Youth and Sport need to work in collaboration with in order to be successful in the transition to full-time education in TRNC. It is hoped that these research results will be valuable to Ministry of National Education, Youth and Sport in evaluating the current perceptions of parents and designing their future management and improvement strategies for adaptation to full-time education in TRNC.
This study is planned to be a valuable scientific contribution to the actions of the Ministry of National Education, Youth and Sport concerning the adaptation of full-time education in TRNC schools successfully.
